Ashley Green & District Community Association Newsletter

COMMUNITY CALL
www.ashleygreen.org.uk

Edition No. 29

Summer 2019
Contents
Page 1 - Our village, “Threats”,
defibrillator
Page 2 - News from St. Johns
Page 3 - Quiz Night and the Bench
Page 4 - Parish Council News
Page 5 - The Mash Family - a history
Page 6 - Annual Village Fair, Choir
Page 7 - Bowls Club, Lunch and Chat,
Mess
Page 8 - Ads/Notices/Etc

THIS IS OUR VILLAGE

FROM THE EDITOR

A picture in May 2019. Let’s keep it that way!

Welcome to Issue 29 of Community Call, our
village Newsletter. This is the fifteenth year it
has been produced in this format. Under a
different editor it had been produced for
about the same period - maybe more - prior to
that. I hope everyone finds it interesting.
Should you wish to contribute a letter, article
comment or picture just contact the editor.
davedharmer@aol.com

THREATS
Over recent years we have heard about various versions of the Local Plans being
discussed by the District Council and planning applications for many things that
would threaten our village and the numerous rumours and counter rumours for
things to come. The earliest of these was talk of allocating land from here to
Chesham for “industrial development”. (The vision of a Steelworks behind the
then “Bellcote” didn’t feel at all comfortable.)

THE DEFIBRILLATOR

Then we had the possibility of houses at the perimeter of the village and later,
houses behind the Golden Eagle.
Couple that with the Chesham Football Club proposals to build a complete sports
complex up here - with a stadium and multiple training pitches - and a private
members club in Thorne Barton hall and one might be forgiven for wondering
whatever could come next.
Well, in the past few weeks, some residents began to be a little concerned as they
had heard there was a proposal to take Ashley Green and Whelpley Hill, along
with Botley and Ley Hill, out of the Green Belt, opening up the spectre of houses,
businesses and who knows what coming to the village.
We have it on authority from our District Councillor that the “Local Plan” recently
approved by the District Council does NOT include taking Ashley Green and
Whelpley Hill out of the Green Belt.
Ley Hill, however, is not so lucky.
The “900 Houses” issue which has been the subject of the “Brown not Green”
campaign, which you must have seen, is still on-going and not yet resolved. A
meeting was planned by that campaign for a date after we went to press, so no
information. You might know that those plans under review include a shop and
15 sites for Travellers!
Finally, the Thorne Barton proposals are still under discussion with decision being
made some time soon. Watch this space, as they say.
Meanwhile, focus on the picture above and make sure we keep our village safe!
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We now have a Defibrillator in the village.
It is attached to the wall by the front door of
the Memorial Hall.
Training courses are to be offered and full
details will be circulated. These sessions
may already have been arranged since this
newsletter went to print before dates were
finalised.
The Parish Council must be thanked for
funding this life saving equipment.
Printed by

Orbit Press - Chesham.
Tel 01494 778053

Adults and children who took part in these excursions were
rewarded with coins, sweets, fruit, nuts, bread, cheese, or ale
along the way.

NEWS FROM ST JOHN’s
HILARY WILSON

In Ashley Green Beating the Bounds has been an annual event
with people doing this walk the boundary, then coming back to
the Memorial Hall for refreshments - A true Community event

Everyone will know that
Hilary passed away
suddenly on Christmas
Day. Such a great shock!

This year 20 people had breakfast of bacon or sausage butties
or scrambled egg and mushrooms on toast at 12 noon.

She had been our minister
for nine years and in that
time had been very active
in the village, establishing
“Playtime” - the weekly
event in the Old School for
toddlers

At 1pm they set of on route leading to the viewing Point,
going past the Church and the Eagle pub to Hockeridge Wood.
Then through the wood to John’s Lane and into Pancake Wood
and out unto Northchurch Lane. A few more footpaths and the
walkers found themselves going down the hill into Vale Road
for a pint in the Black Horse before returning up the hill for tea
at 4.15pm.

She was also involved with the Good Neighbours Group and
the result is the weekly “Lunch and Chat” meeting for people
to get out, meet their neighbours and have a delicious meal
prepared by a team of helpers at the same time.

The walk raised £57.50 for the church.
Walkers could either take the full walk or drop out at certain
points, so there was something for everyone. Well done all!

Hilary will be sorely missed.

ST PATRICK’S LUNCH

CHRIS GERKE
The Diocese of Great Chesham
- of which we are part - reacted
directly and we welcomed Chris
Gerke as our minister.
Chris was curate at St. Mary’s,
Chesham before this.
Now he is “Our” vicar and is
settling in to Ashley Green and
learning how we work here.
He has been coming up to see
“Playtime” and then coming in
to meet the folk at the “Lunch
and Chat” - having a meal AND helping with the washing up
too! It is nice to see him getting so involved.

On St Patrick’s day, Sunday the 17th of March about twenty
villagers, many from Thursday Lunch & Chat, sat down to a
traditional lunch of chicken broth followed by bacon and
cabbage with potatoes and white or parsley sauce.

He lives in Chesham with his wife, Pattie and children Millie
and Finn, who we see at the Sunday services.

Diners included the new Minister at St John’s, the Rev. Chris
Gerke and his wife, Patti and their children. Also present was
Pat Ingrams, who was celebrating her birthday.

We welcome Chris and his family and wish him every success.
TH

ROGATION WALK - SUNDAY 19

Lunch was kindly cooked and served by Jacqui Rose, her
daughter Gabby and Teresa from Ashley Green Good
Neighbours. After fruit and ice-cream and Irish coffees, both
Bushmills and Jamesons whiskey were served.

MAY 2019

A good time was had by all, and it was decided that this should
be a new village tradition.

PANCAKE DAY
A recent tradition started by the late Rev. Hilary Wilson, was
pancake evening on Shrove Tuesday (Mardi Gras or Fat
Tuesday) in the Old School.

A common feature of Rogation days in former times was the
ceremony of beating the bounds, in which a procession of
parishioners, led by the minister, churchwarden, and
choirboys, would proceed around the boundary of their parish
and pray for its protection in the forthcoming year.

This year the pancakes were tossed by Jacqui Rose.
Pancakes were topped with sauces and chopped fruit. Most
people enjoyed more than one! This year more adults attended
than did children, but it was still an enjoyable event.

The name may come from the common custom of beating the
boundary markers with wooden wands so as to impress their
location upon the memory.
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NEWS FROM ST JOHN’s - cont’d

ASHLEY GREEN QUIZ NIGHT
In February this year, The Community Association ran another
of their successful community events - A Quiz Night!

CREAM TEAS
As usual, the St. John’s team will be running summer Cream
Teas this year and these will be available on Sundays
throughout July and August and the first week in September.

It has been some years since we ran such an event, but a recent
addition to our village and to the Community Association, Rob
Barnes, suggested a Quiz Night and offered to manage it too.

There were several teas served
on the Bank Holidays.

Rob had not asked for any help and so we didn’t know what
the evening would bring but came the day we went to set up
then we could see that Rob was a real “professional”.

At the first, in May, Aiden - Kat
Robson’s young son - drummed
up a lot of customers by
parading around outside the
church with a banner because
he was determined to fill the
place, and he did!

He had procured copious quantities of wine, beer and soft
drinks for the bar and each table was supplied with a huge
cheese platter. The goodies just kept coming out of Robs car!
He set up a sound system and
used the hall’s projector to
display the scores and Jo, his
wife, kept score at the table.

A number of passing cars and
walkers stopped due to him and
dropped in for refreshments,
which was great !

There were supposed to be ten
tables of eager quizzers, but
one didn’t show up.

Dates for the summer
Cream Teas are:-

Undeterred, Rob launched into the
questions and we all scratched our
heads and attempted to answer.

July & August Every Sunday 14:30 -17:00
Sept 1st - 14:30 - 17:00

The scores went back and forth with
no clear leader at all by half time so
we all tucked into the cheese board
and went to the bar to fortify ourselves
for the next round.
In the second half the
questions began again
and all eyes were on
the score board as the
teams swapped
positions each time,
only half a point
between them round
after round.

THE BENCH ON THE GREEN
The old bench on the green, the one under the trees near to the
Memorial Hall, has been there for years - no one can remember
how long - and had been looking worse for wear for ages.
It was decided that it was time for a new one and that it would
be appropriate to dedicate it to Colin Bowller - a founding
member of the Community Association.
The Parish Council kindly offered to fund the bench (see Parish
Council News - next page) and early in the year the base
appeared and later the bench itself.

Then it was over and the winners “The Quizzards of Oz” went
to accept their prizes. Here they are.
Pat and David, Janice
and Rob and John and
Helen.

Old
Well done!

Everyone there agreed that it had been a great event. Rob had
set the questions at the right level and his organisation and was
first class and it was certain that another quiz evening should
be run in the future.
Oh Yes - the event made a good profit for the funds too and
there was a lot of drink left over to be used at other events, so
all in all a great success.

New

Thanks must be given to Rob for suggesting and leading the
event and to his wife Jo for keeping the score. See you soon!
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Here, it is important to note that it is not the Parish Council that
makes decisions about planning applications. This lies with
CDC. The Parish Council is, however a statutory consultee.

PARISH COUNCIL NEWS
For some reason in Ashley Green there has always been a bit of
a disconnect between the Parish Council and the villagers.
Quite why this is I do not know. However, with two past
Chairmen of the Community Association (Mark Broschomb
and Roger Watts) now on the Parish Council one would hope
that this would dissipate in the future. The current Chairman of
the Parish council is Mike Smith who lives right in the heart of
the village just opposite the Memorial Hall.

The Parish Council generally takes the view that parishioners
should be allowed to undertake basic works to their own house
without our interference. It is only if the project is particularly
intrusive or major that we are likely to take action. For example,
this year we have made particular comments in relation to Snow
Hill Farm, Thorne Barton Hall, and the Bellcote Restaurant
amongst others.

So, what area does the Parish Council cover? I would hope the
parish boundary is pretty much known to us all. It is the one on
the historic map in The Old School and remains the same. It is
also shown on the footpath maps produced by the Parish
Council.

In the immediate future we are also likely to have to contend
again with a new Chiltern & South Buckinghamshire Joint Local
Plan although it is hoped that Ashley Green itself will escape
unscathed in this regard.

You might then ask what the Parish Council actually does. Well,
the Parish Council is part of the formal structure of Local
Government. We are enshrined in law. We have certain, very
specific, powers and duties and need to act in a particularly
formal way which is very different to the way the Community
Association can work.

The Parish Council meetings are open to the public and you are
welcome to attend particularly if you have specific issues to
raise. If you do I would suggest you contact the Clerk, Nicky
Buckle, who will let you know if we can help. (Nicky is a young
mum in the village and also runs the Track City Clubs on Friday
in the Memorial Hall).
Like all similar organisations we struggle for numbers and we
should have 7 Councillors. Currently we have vacancies for two
and, possible three in the near future so if you would like to help
please do contact either our Clerk or anyone else on the Parish
Council.

The Parish Council is funded by Local Government by what is
called the Precept. This should be familiar to you as it forms
part of the rates payable for your house.
As we are a small Parish our precept is small. Nevertheless, if
it ever came to pass that the Parish had a specific project it
wanted to undertake, provided it fell within the remit of the
Parish Council, it could be determined that the precept could be
increased to fund that project either as a one off or over a period
of years. It tends to be the case that Parish Councils try and
keep the precept as low as possible and fairly static.

The Parish Clerk can be contacted via Email:ashleygreen.clerk@gmail.com
The Parish Council website address is:http://www.ashleygreenparishcouncil.org.uk/
Roger Watts - Parish Councillor

This is the state at present which means that there is no
particular pot from which the Parish Council can draw to
undertake schemes. However, we are now endeavouring to
build up our financial position so that we can undertake more
projects.

JOHN HOLLYLEE
John Hollylee was born and bred in Ashley Green so is a true
villager, and so knows a lot about the area.
He has worked as a handyman for most of his working life,
building walls and patios, doing some plumbing and gardening
and really an all-rounder who has been active helping people
both here and in the surrounding area.

For example, we have just installed a new street light by The
Old School, new defibrillators and a new bench and we are due
to renew some of the equipment in the playground shortly.
So, from a practical point of view what do we do? Well, the
principle things we have power over are the maintenance of the
village green including The Glebe, the playground, the well
head and the war memorial. We deal with this on behalf of
Chiltern District Council (CDC). We also have some say in the
maintenance of the footpaths and roads.

John joined the Parish Council Twenty Four years ago - yes 24
years - and has served there under many chairmen and worked
with many other councillors.
He has also acted as the Parish Warden, keeping his eyes open
for any problems in the area - in the Play area, along the roads
and footpaths and in the allotments too.

In reality, the responsibility for the maintenance of these falls to
Buckinghamshire County Council (BCC). It is generally the
Parish Council, however, that refers issues to them for
attention. The role of the Parish Council is to lobby for action
in these areas. However, if it comes to it we can take action
ourselves if necessary.

Some of you may have seen him with brush and bucket cleaning
the road signs and speed signs at both ends of the village.
After such long service, John stood down from the council at
their AGM in May this year.
We must all thank him for his many years of service!

We look after the bus stops, the playground and the street lights
(fortunately there are very few of these). We also deal with
litter bins and the allotments.

Don’t worry, he will still be in post as out Parish Warden and
available to resolve any problems that may come up.

One of the major roles of the Parish Council is to make
comment on all planning applications.

Thanks John from all of us in Ashley Green.
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THE MASH FAMILY - a potted history
Many of you may know the name of Doug Mash who farmed
Torrington Farm at Lye Green, Chesham for many years and
still lives on the land and owns land around Ashley Green.
You may recall that, recently, the Chesham Football Club were
trying to acquire land along Chesham Road to build a new
stadium and training grounds, but after much discussion with
the club, potential developers and the landowner, this idea was
found to be unworkable.
The landowner in question was Doug Mash who preferred that
his land would be kept as pasture, so we must be grateful that
he feels our countryside should be preserved.

Gone was the horse and cart

Here is some of the history of the Mash Family

Mrs Christina Adlington, who then ran a small Chesham
Preparatory School in Station Road, swiftly realised that would
never hold the numbers of new children who needed a school
place. Luckily, she knew Martin Mash, and he offered her the
tenancy of Orchard Leigh House in 1940 which, with Ashley
Green School, meant that we could accommodate more children
of all ages. This site had previously been a health farm and a
forerunner of the famous Champneys spa.

Towards the end of the 19th century, a gentleman by the name
of Henry Mash came across a lady whose horse and cart had
become stuck in a ditch. As he helped her retrieve the vehicle,
they struck up a rapport, and a farming dynasty was born that
continues right up to the present day.
This accidental meeting led to a business whose name has been
synonymous with the growing and exportation of fruit and
vegetables across the south of England, and the rest of the
world. From the its beginnings in the East End of London, the
business moved to Torrington Farm in rural Buckinghamshire,
employing many local people and diversifying through times
both good and bad.

During WWII, one hundred acres of the Mash’s land at
Whelpley Hill were requisitioned to become Bovingdon
Airfield. The first American planes touched down in 1942 as
part of the Eighth Air Force, the daylight bombing group that,
with RAF Bomber Command, took the air war to Germany with
devastating effect. With the Americans came all the flash and
ritzy glamour associated with the era; visitors to Bovingdon
included Bob Hope, Bing Crosby, Clark Gable and Glenn
Miller. The crew of the famous B-17 Memphis Belle spent time
there, and General Eisenhower’s personal B-17 was housed at
the airfield.

The beauty of the Chilterns is due to the ancient woodlands and
gentle chalk grasslands, ponds, streams and all varieties of
wildlife which combine to create a peaceful, reflective and lush
landscape that, until relatively recently, had barely changed at
all for hundreds of years. Even now, when rush hour is finished
and everyone has gone to work or school, it’s hard to believe
that the area around Chesham is only 25 miles from the centre
of London.

By the end of the 1970s Doug Mash decided to get rid of the
Mash orchards. This was not an easy decision since the
business was founded on fruit and vegetables, but with the
increase in fruit imports and the fact that wages were higher in
factories in Chesham workers were leaving the land

Perhaps it was that fact which first attracted HJ Mash and his
sons to this area because they could set off early with a horse
and cart laden with produce and could feasibly get to Covent
Garden and back in a day.

He therefore decided to make an investment in some Hereford
Friesian cattle and eventually got to grips with the husbandry
required of beef cattle. He sought advice about the best breed of
bull and began to form a liking for the Limousin breed. Luckily,
his instinct proved correct and the Brockhurst Herd became one
of the UK’s premier breeders and dealers of Limousin cattle.

It was in 1896 that the Mash family saw that a “compact
freehold farm’ had come up for sale in Grove Lane, in the
parish of Ashley Green”. That included a farmhouse and
outbuildings, eight cottages, pasture and arable land planted
with ‘well-matured and thriving fruit trees forming excellent
orchards. They bought it!
In 1911 a dairy was built and the family diversified into milk
production. During the next two decades, it was no longer horse
and cart, laden with produce and plodding along country lanes,
but the lorry which began to dominate Britain’s roads.
When the Second Word war begain, one of the effects was the
influx of Londoners leaving their homes in fear of air-raids.
Many of these were children, of course, and in their numbers
were children from Jewish schools in the East End, who had
more than one reason to fear Hitler’s looming presence.
This sudden population growth put pressure on small towns like
Chesham, not least on school places.

You can see that the Mash Family have been an integral part
of the village and the surrounding area for many years and and
are still interested in trying to retain its rural feel on the face of
increasing development. Many thanks and keep up the good
work!
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We had the
dogs, the Egg
throwers and
tug of war
teams. Were
Dads and
Mums really
supposed to
join the boys
and girls?

Roll up, Roll up!! Another Year and another

VILLAGE FAIR - 2019
This event, like our splendid Bonfire Night, is one of the two
major events that attracts so many people from miles around to
our village and who come to enjoy a traditional village fair.
The weather smiled on us again this year and there were many
stalls - the Association raffle table, St John’s Bottle stall,
Coconut shy, Face painting, bric a brac, shuffle board - too
many to mention.

It was a great day which ended with the organising team and
helpers sitting down to a few drinks and a curry out on the
Green in the evening light.

The ladies from the WI served tea and cakes in the Memorial
Hall and the bar did a roaring trade.

Well done everyone!
The pictures say it all. Roll on 2020!

THE CHOIR ON THE GREEN
The Choir On The Green were honoured with a visit from
X-Factor winner, Matt Cardle, who came come along for a
session recently. He joined in singing with the choir and also
gave a private performance to the group too! Since winning
X-Factor in 2010 Matt has combined album and single sales of
over 2 million, including a Christmas number one.

We must not forget
the Classic Car show.
What a display of
motors. The field was
packed. Probably the
largest number of
classic cars so far.

He said he had a great time and loved the work the choir were
doing. “The whole evening was absolutely amazing. Paul puts
on such a friendly, funny, entertaining night. I’ll definitely
come back and sing
with them again soon.
If I lived in the area I’d
be there every week!”

The team from the
“Golden Eagle” cooked
sausages and burgers
which sold like “hot
cakes” and the Petting
Zoo gave us a tortoise to
stroke along with other
animals.

We were so lucky that
he could come along
and join in,
Here he is (left) with choir members in the pub afterwards.
The choir now has two sessions in Ashley Green per week. The
latest new choir is on Tuesday evenings at the Village Hall.
Anyone interested in joining the choir can contact the leader,
Paul, or just turn up. Doors open 7.15pm and singing starts
7.30pm. It’s £5 on the door with no auditions or commitment
required and is open to all.
To contact Paul mail:- choironthegreen@gmail.com
or visit the website:- www.choironthegreen.com
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THE BOWLS CLUB

GOOD NEIGHBOURS - LUNCH AND CHAT

We had a great response at the first Open Day weekend and
were overwhelmed by the number of people that came and
signed up. We would like to thank everyone from the village.
The support has been brilliant and lots have shown an interest.

The “Lunch and Chat” social event has been running for quite
a while and is now even more popular. There are usually about
18 people who come along for tea or coffee to have a chat with
neighbours and other villagers and then tuck in to a tasty meal.

The Club house was
up and almost
complete when we
had that event and
the kitchen was very
busy too. Now the
bar is complete and
everything that we
want is in.

Here are a few
pictures to show
people enjoying a
beef casserole and
apple pie and
cream.

There will always be things
to get updated as we go
along, of course, but all the
stuff we need to be
functional is in and
working. We don’t have
exact figures but we now
have about 70/80 people
sign up and 3/4 of those
were new bowlers.

That day it was
Audrey’s birthday
so she was
presented with
flowers and a cake.

It takes quite a lot of effort to prepare a meal for so many
people and the teams of two volunteers work hard to make it a
success.

We never expected numbers like that. Not sure how many
from the village came along and signed up but it was a very
good number. We are so pleased that villagers have shown so
much interest as we want the club to be for the village
community.

We are always on the lookout for more helpers to ensure that
this valuable community asset will continue, and should this
be for you, please get in touch. Thanks in advance.

We organised a practice and social on Thursday 23rd May,
which was well attended, and we are planning to make Friday
evenings an on-going event which will start at 6pm - hopefully
with a fish and chip van popping by so people can get food if
they want.

MESS AND MORE MESS
We recently had a villager commenting
on the roadside mess which seems to be
everywhere.

We will also be doing something on Sunday’s too, but it is
early days so we are trying to work out the details for that.

In a previous “Community Call” we had
an article titled “Chuck it out” which
looked at the issue and suggested that
people might pick some up when out
walking.

Many thank for the support that the villagers have shown. We
want anyone who is interested to know that they can just pop
down to our events and have a look and a chat.
Colin Webb - for the Bowls Club
Contact us by Email - broadway@mail.com

Yes, there is still a lot of rubbish but you should know that
there are also a small band of individuals who regularly go out
to clear the stuff from the Chesham Road, Hog Lane and Johns
Lane - and there may be more.

NOTHING IS NEW

They know who they are and are doing a grand job, so many
thanks, but maybe we need a more concerted effort?

Yes, this really is a photo
of one of the first Selfie
pictures.

Anyone fancy organising a regular/irregular “Pick up”?

It was taken in 1920 - a
few years in advance of
the Smartphones which
we all carry now.

On another tack, several villagers have commented on the dog
mess that seems to be around our village - quite a lot of it!
One of these is professional dog walker who is meticulous
about clearing up after the dogs she walks, and worries that
those who are less careful and considerate could give dog
walkers like her, a bad name.

Their Camera needs two
to hold it, but nothing
else much has changed.

We know the village folk also take care, but should you see a
“less careful” person with a dog, maybe a polite word in the
right direction might help?

Now everyone is at it!

Page 7

ADVERTS
Why not advertise your enterprise/activity here? Contact us with details. Email:- davedharmer@aol.com. Tel 01442 874931
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