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It was “all change” this year when I took over as Chairman of the Ashley Green
Community Association from David Hurling after years of him serving on the
executive committee. I would like to express my gratitude to him for all his hard
work, particularly leaving in the Association in such a strong financial position.
We now have a new Vice Chair and Treasurer too and we are fortunate that we
retain the services of our secretary this year.
There is much going on, not to mention the up coming events, the programme of
improvements to the buildings we manage - the Memorial Hall and the three
buildings on the old School site - the way we deal with lettings (Yes, we have
many, many people asking to use our halls) and maintenance of the buildings
themselves. Two members of the executive will now share these duties.
We are now also trying to find ways to encourage people new to the village to
come along and get involved and to maintain the enthusiasm which keeps Ashley
Green the place where people want to live. We shall continue to work closely
with other key groups in the village - the Church, the WI, the Parish Council and
others to maintain and enhance the quality of life for all in the village.
I must thank the team who make all this possible, and a special thanks to the more
recent arrivals who have come forward to lend a hand with what we do.
In addition to the general improvements, we are also employing additional staff to
assist Dennis Gifford, our longstanding caretaker, in order to free him to focus
more on providing infrastructure for major events.
I must add that we hope to see all Community Association members at the Annual
Christmas Party this year on December 13th. If you are not a member there is a
small charge, but everyone is most welcome. You get to meet your neighbours,
have some wine and nibbles and start the season off with carols by the tree.
I look forward to 2016 when we will continue our programme of events and
activities. The Burns Night festivities are on January 23rd. See you there.
John Mayne - Chairman

ASHLEY GREEN WI
2015 is the Centenary Year for the WI.
Parties and celebrations have been going on all over the UK,
and the Ashley Green branch marked the occasion by hosting
an evening for the area group consisting of Ashley Green,
Whelpley Hill, Chesham and the Amersham “Angels”. They took over the Memorial
Hall for the party and there were just under 50 ladies present,
Food (and how good it
was) was provided by our
ladies, and music was
provided by a live jazz
group of a very high
standard called “The Jolly
Jazzers”.
There was a
quiz and a raffle and our
president - Mrs Elizabeth
Foster - made a short
speech to round off the
evening. It was a really
splendid evening and
enjoyed by everyone. We have 36 members of all ages in our branch and always
welcome new members. Why not come along?
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What’s On Summary 2015/16
BONFIRE NIGHT

Thursday November 5th
COMMUNITY ASSOCIATION
ANNUAL CHRISTMAS PARTY
Sunday December 13th
BURNS NIGHT

Saturday January 23rd 2016
VILLAGE FAIR 2016

Date to be finalised
Details of all events and activities are on
the Website and in the Notice Boards.

VILLAGE BULLETINS
The AGCA Village News Bulletins have
been running for over two years now and are
available by Email to everyone. You don’t
have to be an association member to receive
them. Simply send in your name and Email
address to:
Ed. David Harmer: davedharmer@aol.com

ASHLEY GREEN “FREEBAY”
Just a reminder that the village “FreeBay”
service is still operating. This allows people
to advertise things they no longer need and
which are looking for a good home - Free of
Charge - rather than simply throwing them
away. They can also ask for items that they
are looking for.
This service has been running for about nine
months and about 30 items have found good
homes so far.
A Kenwood food processor, and rabbit hutch
a bookcase and some large house plants and
a shed, have all featured.
If you have any sort of tool to dispose of, you
might also consider WORKAID, a charity in
Chesham. which takes these, refurbishes and
sends them out to managed projects in
Africa.

IS IT A PROPER VILLAGE
or just
ROADSIDE HOUSING?
Records show that the Ashley Green
Village was founded in 1226. It was then
known as Essleie. The name was derived
from the ash trees that made up the
greater part of the wood around here
which were being felled for timber at that
time. By 1468 the name had transmuted
to Assheley Grene.
Until the mid 19th century virtually all
the buildings in the Village were
agricultural and in the Victorian era
extensive orchards and a pheasantry for
the royal table were established. The
philanthropy of the local land-owning
gentry endowed the Village with its
School, Church and the building known
as the “Parish and Reading room”.

From there you can see all the buildings
as well as the Old Vicarage built in
1875 - the same year the old School was
erected - and our church, built a few
years earlier in 1873 on land given by
Lord Chesham.

You can also see the replica Well Head,
constructed in 1995 by volunteers from
the village, on its original site.

Wellhead and Old School

Since the purchase of the Glebe, behind
the Memorial Hall by Chiltern District
Council, a children's playground has been
constructed and the Parish Council have
created a copse from what was
impenetrable scrub on the boundary. The
Glebe is also the site of the renowned
annual Bonfire and Fireworks Display
held, whatever the day, on 5th November.

St. John’s

On the corner opposite is a cottage that
used to be the village Post Office and
Stores and further along the road toward
Berkhamsted is the 16th Century Golden
Eagle pub, formerly the village
blacksmith's house and forge.

The
Ashley
Green
Community
Association was founded to ensure that
the villagers might have the use of this
and the buildings on the premises of the
Village School when the Government
closed it in 1983.
The ex Parish room now houses a Pilates
studio and a youth theatre group use the
white building. The main School
building is used by many and various
societies during the evenings - Wl, Art
Group, Upholstery and many more. In
the daytime there is now a toddlers group
and the weekly “Lunch and Chat” group.
The Village Hall is also used regularly by
various groups. Indoor bowls, Zumba
and Yoga classes all use it and it is well
booked for parties and receptions and all
manner of activities as well as the events
which are staged by the Community
Association. Both buildings are available
for hire.
The central feature of Ashley Green is
the green itself which can be seen from
the crossroad where the busy A416 meets
Hog Lane and Two Dells Lane.

BUT ON THE GOOD SIDE
However we must remember that the
Village still has the Pub, the Church, the
Green, the Glebe , the Parish Council and
the Community Association. The Golden
Eagle serves meals, organises weekly
quizzes and other specialist events. The
Church has re-established a regular
Sunday school at the weekly 9.30am
service and invites the Villagers to men's
breakfasts and ladies' social evenings in
the Old School. The Green is the site of
the annual Village Fete at which children's
races and tug-of war take place encircled
by attractions and stalls in a traditional
way.

The latter is the green corrugated iron
clad building within the premises of the
Old School - probably the first of the
secular community centres' that have
been established in the Village. It was
used for readings, recitations and music
during the winter months.
After the end of the first world war a hall
was constructed on the Green primarily
for the benefit of ex-servicemen of the
Village.
This was replaced by the
current building - the Memorial Hall around 1960.

danger that Ashley Green could become
just another stretch of tarmac lined by
houses with their drawbridges UP.

There is a lot going on in Ashley Green,
made possible by the villagers who want
to keep their village alive.
Make an effort and you, too, could be
part of that and enjoy our community.
This article is based on one written by
Vivienne Withall, a previous chairman of
the Community Association, in the first
Edition of “Community Call” eleven
years ago.

NEW VILLAGERS GET
INVOLVED
The Golden Eagle

At the edge of the Green just along from
the Memorial Hall lies the pond.
In the last thirty years the Village has
lost its resident policeman, resident
vicar, the school, shop, post office and
support for the local football team and
the busy A416, linking Berkhamsted
and Chesham now virtually dissects
village in two and the once agricultural
community might appear to have been
turned into a rural dormitory for people
from disparate regions with different
interests.
Today’s propensity of
Englishmen to withdraw into their own
“High Tech”, screen-equipped, 'castles'
at the end of the day makes it a real
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In the past few months some newcomers
have come forward and become part of the
village life, which is very encouraging.
Among these were Louisa DeOlivera and
Belinda Smith who stepped up and ran a
stall for kiddies activities at the Village
Fair.
Paulette Fidler also helped at the
fair with the raffle and Iain Morrison
organised an Ashley Green “Open” Golf
evening for villagers. (see article - next).
Most recently Helen Woodley has been
appointed as the Clerk to the Parish
Council, so things are looking up.
If you haven’t joined the Community
Association, why not do so now?

ASSOCIATION MEMBERSHIP

HARVEST TME

Annual fees are very reasonable.
Per adult - £5.00 Per family - £15.00

It has been a good year for Barley and Wheat and there is still a
lot of agriculture going on out here in Bucks. A villager sent in
this picture - taken looking out over her fence - to remind us.

Your contribution helps toward the upkeep of the village
facilities, you get to meet your neighbours at the events and
activities we stage and you also get the massive benefit of
FREE entry to the Village Christmas Party.
Contact the Membership Secretary on: 01442 866549
.

ASHLEY GREEN GOLF “OPEN”

NEW FACES
Iain Morrison moved into the village over a year ago with his
wife, Jeanette and their son, George.

It has been “All Change” in the Ashley Green Community
Association and Parish Council hierarchy this Year.

After a long haul dealing with renovation and extension, he
finally managed to surface in August and suggested he
arrange an Ashley Green Golfing “Open”.

After three years as Chair of the Community Association David
Hurling stepped down, as did Lesley Popescu the treasurer.
John Mayne stepped up from being the Vice Chairman and took
David’s place while Lesley Popescu took his place, in turn.
Miriam Khamis-Coshan takes over from Lesley and Rob
Youngs remains as Secretary for the second year.

He was looking for about 16 players to go to the Centurion
Golf club between Hemel Hempstead and St Albans. Such
was the enthusiastic response he had to close the books quite
quickly.

This Year also saw John Axon step down as Chair to the Parish
Council, to be succeeded by Jan Ship. Beverley Pommels also
stepped down as Parish Clerk to be succeeded by Helen
Woodley. Details of the Parish Council members are on the Parish
Council website at:- www.ashleygreenparishcouncil.org.uk

On 23rd July 2015 Iain laid on a minibus for most of the
players and they set off for an evening of Golf. The
atmosphere was electric when the Ashley Green open teed off
at The Centurion golf club.

VILLAGE WEDDING

All 16 competitors, nervously took to the 1st tee in the
sweltering heat. It was soon evident that some players
handicaps were grossly over estimated.

KATRINA BRAY and ALAN ROBSON

However - due to some clerical issues - no scores were taken,
so we will never know who our star players were but
everyone seem to play very well and everyone enjoyed the
evening with some food and beverages at the “nineteenth
hole”.
A big thank you to the Centurion for hosting the event and a
big thank you to Iain for organising this event
Maybe again next year?

A TRUE ASHLEY GREENER
We welcome Eve Munro
Morrison to our ranks - a
new sister for George.
Eve was born to Jeanette and
Iain here in Ashley Green
one very early morning at
6.20 am on 20th August.
It was all a bit sudden and
Iain turned from Golfer to Midwife - just like that!
Well done Jeanette. Well done Iain and well done Eve, of
course.

On August 29th Katrina and Alan were married in St. John’s
church, Ashley Green. We wish them every happiness.

(She has already joined the Community Association!)
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VILLAGE POND

CHUCK IT OUT!

The pond on the Green to the right of the Memorial Hall was
mentioned earlier. This gets the occasional “Spring Clean” by
a volunteer group organised by the Chiltern Society. Then it
looks as below.

If you buy some “Fast Food” from any of the outlets in
Chesham, or from Macdonalds on the A41, it seems that you
only have to jump in the car with your meal and start to stuff it
in and you will be finished by the time it takes to drive as far
as Ashley Green.
What better then than to wind down your window when you
get here and chuck out the rubbish?
Even better - if you have any plastic
bottles, Beer Cans, Costa Coffee cups,
Fag packets, or even a Shampoo bottle,
a Flag, a Cushion or a baby’s Dummy,
you might as well chuck them out too!
If you check the verges, especially on
the outskirts of the village towards
Chesham, you can see most of this
rubbish just lying there.
There isn’t much we can do about the litter louts and the
Council do not seem to have resources to clean our verges, so
it is up to us and it doesn’t take much effort to keep your eyes
open and to pick up any litter you find along the way, or
outside your house.

However, it does not stay that way forever and can look a bit
messy after a year or so, or even dry up completely.

Does anyone feel like organising a “Pick up Litter” day?

VILLAGER IN UGANDA
You might be interested in hearing about villager, Chrissie
Russell Flint, who took a trip recently to Uganda with the
charity she works for, SignHealth. This supports profoundly
deaf people in East Africa and runs schools for young and
vulnerable deaf children, teaching them the signing skills they
need to be able to communicate with the outside world.
As well as raising vital funds to
support the work in Uganda, Chrissie
will be following up the filming
Channel 4 did for their documentary,
“'Unreported World”, a series
examining the lives of some of the
world's most disadvantaged in the
most far-flung parts of the globe.

The Chiltern Society have suggested that we need to have
another go just now and get a regular clearing schedule going
every 4-5 years.
They will be calling for helpers some time, so be prepared to
do your bit!

A recent episode documented SignHealth's work and the
challenges faced by vulnerable, deaf children in Uganda and
the inspirational work of the sign language teachers.

VAN ON FIRE
th

On July 29 there was a bit of a hold up on the road just by
the church which, when checked, turned out to be a van that
had gone on fire and was completely burnt out. The Fire
Brigade were in attendance but nothing could be done to save
the van.

A short clip of the documentary can be viewed on YouTube at
:- www.youtube.com/watch?v=AHfC6jqBhkk
Chrissie Russell Flint

BROADBAND IN ASHLEY GREEN
An improved Broadband service
for Ashley green has been an ongoing issue for some time. A
recent update predicts that power
should soon be laid on to the box
now installed at the junction of Hog Lane and Johns Lane and
the box commissioned by the end of October 2015! Don’t
hold your breath and fingers crossed.
However, it looks as if people will have to subscribe to one of
the fibre broadband services in order to receive the benefits of
the increased speed. We will try to keep you informed about
the exact details via the Bulletins - if and when we get them.
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THE ANNUAL VILLAGE FAIR

The weather was set fair and people could just wander about
from stall to stall, eat a burger, have a drink and generally relax.

Another successful fair again, with probably more people
than ever, and new people helping to run the stalls and
side-shows. The agility dog display attracted a lot of
attention as usual and there was a good turn out for the
Classic car show.

The Pimms Stall always does well, as do the Teas
supplied by the WI.

Face painting was a great draw too!

We can’t forget the Tug-O-War.

Fancy a ride?

Thanks to the team who organised it this year, headed by Roger
and Shelagh Watts.
What better way to get the flavour of the day than with all these
pictures of a traditional village Fair.
Roll on 2016!
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THE “LUNCH AND CHAT” CLUB – SUMMER OUTING.
For most of the year, the “Lunch and Chat” group, meets in the Old School on Thursday lunchtimes. However, in August, this is
varied and on August 6th a large party went to World’s End Garden Centre at Wendover and enjoyed a jolly good time.
Helen Stacey and Cindy Poston arranged for a group of 24 to be taken there and a fleet of cars gathered in the Memorial Hall car
park at around 11am and made their way to Wendover.
The first destination was the restaurant, where the meal was excellent and very good value; moreover, the restaurant staff were
most helpful and considerate. As the pictures show, there was a very happy atmosphere as the objectives of a good lunch, chat
and laugh were all achieved.

Several of the group were then tempted to visit the various retail outlets at the centre and when the party returned to Ashley
Green everyone agreed that the day had been extremely enjoyable.
If you feel you would like to get out and meet other villagers on a Thursday Lunchtime, have a chat and a lunch too, then why
not come along. New faces are always welcome.

IN ASHLEY GREEN
“Playtime” started in January this year in the Old School and is an opportunity for parents and carers of children under 5 to
meet up for a fun time of play for the children and drinks and a chat for the adults.
Perhaps nothing says more about how successful it is than this “thank you” poem from Keith Parkes who brought his grandson
Jacob each week until the end of the summer term and watched him get less shy, get more involved and have a good time too.
I took a little boy to a playgroup
And on his very first day
He wouldn’t take his coat off
So the whole time he stayed that way.
A Noah’s Ark persuaded him that
It was safe for him to play.
But he wouldn’t talk to anyone
Or let them have their say.

Now it’s eight months later
And he’s on his final day.
He feels a little sad because
He knows he will no longer play
With his new found friends, for
School days are on their way.

With Maggie and Susie he’s blossomed
and grown
And now he would like to say –
“Thank you so much I’ve had such fun.
I’m sorry I can no longer stay.
But I will always have happy memories
Of the playgroup that taught me to play.”

Playtime has spaces so would welcome new people. Each Thursday in term time 10.30 – 12 noon
Contact Susie 07969726709 or Maggie 07734706332 for more information

GOOD NEIGHBOURS

ASHLEY GREEN ART GROUP

Within the village we have the very successful “Lunch and
Chat” meeting which is run by Ashley Green “Good
Neighbours” - a partnership between the Community
Association, the Church and the Parish Council. (see above)
What is not so visible is a Care Service that operates outside
these organisations and in a more informal way. People who
are sick, who are house bound, who need support at some time,
or who have had major surgery, do need someone to watch
over them. Simple things like a visit, taking a meal, changing a
dressing, administering medication, getting some shopping or
giving a lift are the things that help so much.

The village art group was pleased to be asked once more to have
a display in the Church during July and August and add a topic
of interest to accompany the Cream Teas which were served
every Sunday afternoon throughout that period.

There are some villagers who do all of these things off their
own bat, and without fuss or attention. These are our village
“Angels” and who simply like to be there and helping people
without any great fanfare. To those people we say Many
Thanks. You work behind the scenes and the people who you
help are so grateful not to be left to fend for themselves in a
time of need.
Thanks Again.

We also had an exhibition in the Village Hall on the day of the
Village Fair, which was very successful and a number of
paintings were sold on both occasions. We hope this format will
continue in future.
New Members are always welcome to this friendly and informal
group. Margaret Bowller
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We spent some time in Uzbekistan, which was historically very
interesting, because of its connection with the Silk Road. Both
Samarkand and Bukhara are in Uzbekistan. These were very
interesting melting pots of cultures; everything from Communism
to Islam.

AN EPIC TRIP
By Roger and Cameron Watts and Friends

We headed into the Pamirs
- the most intense driving
ever, not so much off road
but more like off the map.
Parts of the road we
travelled
no
longer
constituted even a track.

The Mongolia Charity Rally is an epic 10,000 mile pancontinental roadtrip for charity across mountain ranges,
deserts, and more barren and inhospitable lands than you'd
care to shake a gear stick at. It starts in London with its final
destination in the ancient Mongol capital of Ulaanbaatar, to
support Go Help's flagship ambulance service in Mongolia!
Here is a description of their journey by Cameron.

(Samarkand on the silk route).

On Friday the 18th of July my father and I set off on our once in
a life time trip to Mongolia to raise funds for the charity and
donate a vehicle for the ambulance service in Mongolia.

The car was not the only thing to suffer, at the altitude of half that
of a cruising jet liner we struggled for breath when we had to stop
to rebuild a bridge.

Planning had been going on for around 6 months and during this
time we had acquired our two extra team members, John and
Mark Lane our Canadian friends.

After the Pamirs we rested in Kazakhstan (when we finally made
it literally over the border fence), in Almaty. (Apart from the fact
it exists there is not much else to say about Almaty).

Our transport was provided
by my Grandparents, and
without this our whole
adventure would not have
been possible.

Then we went onwards to China. China was not what we had
expected. The bureaucracy was extraordinary, the weather was
wet. The pollution and traffic was unbelievable. We spent most of
our time getting into and out of the country!
Finally after all this we got into Mongolia (the border crossing
took 24 hours). It was around 1500km to Ulaanbaatar, the capital
from there and only about 400km of this route was paved. We
were truly as remote as you can get. There is lots and lots of
nothing and the hotels are quite something else! (See below).

The vehicle had been fully
prepared and checked over
by Tim Bowen Off Road
conversions, and it looked
mean!

Weirdly, however, we met
more people from Europe
doing various versions of
driving to Mongolia than at
any other point, most in
very broken small cars.

Our adventure had a number of distinct areas, the European part,
the Iranian part, the central Asia part (the Stan’s) and then China
and Mongolia.
The European part was relatively uneventful, and went very
quickly, as we needed as much time as possible for the next
stages of our trip. The most interesting stop was the 3 hours we
spent exploring Istanbul, a beautiful city that deserves much
more time than we had.

While in Mongolia we wild
camped and got to see
some Yaks!
While Yaks are nice, Ulaanbaatar itself was a welcomen oasis of
western style development for people who had seen the last of
western comforts at some point in Turkey.

The border with the Iran, was our first experience with “nonwestern” borders, but if you want to experience true chaos I
would suggest you try a central Asian border. We had a guide
through Iran - an excellent way to get an insight into any culture
and the history of the country (even if he was reporting our
position to the government) and Iran was a surprise to us as there
were a lot of misconceptions that we had to overcome.

We finally made it and handed
over the vehicle at the finish
Line - 9.679 miles and four
weeks after setting off. We
understand that the vehicle is
being used by a Doctor in a
remote corner of the country We
also raised £3000 for charity

The people were incredibly
welcoming, even though we
were
technically
the
“enemy” as allies of the
USA. The fact we were
English and Canadian made
us basically celebrities,
people kept asking for
photos with us.

We must thank everyone who
supported us - not least of which
my grandparents for donating
the car which has now gone to
such a worthy cause.
Now time for a beer!!

(Esfahan, an Idyllic oasis in central Iran)

Cameron Watts

After Iran, we moved onto into our “Stan” section of the trip.
This was easily the most geographically diverse section of our
travels, including areas of dessert; Himalaya style mountain’s
and open plains. The first “stan” was Turkmenistan, a very
strange place; a gas rich dictatorship (similar to North Korea in
this respect). The capital was amazing, and brand new but once
we left the capital it was very similar to a wasteland.
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ADVERTS
Why not advertise your enterprise/activity here? Contact us with details. Email:- davedharmer@aol.com. Tel 01442 874931

Printed by Orbit Press Chesham. Tel 01494 778053
Page 8

